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Foot note, read thus, 


Line s, for "365.244 


In * Prop. 2d,” insert 
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times the ; 
In “Prop. 8th” insert ~ 


in bottom line read thus, ‘*b 
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In 2d quotation, line 3 at end, for 
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In *'*The Sybilline Books" Section, 
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“АМ EVIL DESIGN." 


“ 


‘In that day projects shall enter into thy heart, and thot 
shalt conceive a mischievous design” —Esek. xxxvii. ro. 


“ Thus saith the Lord God, Behold I will be against thee 
О Gog, the Prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal."—Ezek, 


The Famous Will of Peter the Great. 


So — 


THE CONTROVERSY OF ZION 


AS VIEWED BY 
THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL. 
"Son of man, Set thy face against Gog, the land of 
Magog, the Prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubat, and Pro- 


phesy against him." —Ezek. xxxviii. 2. 


A Running Commentary on Ezekiel xxxviii.-ix. 
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Towards the Pleasant Land as set forth by 


Ezekiel and Peter the Creat. 
The Latter, like Calaphas, a Quasi Prophet ** that Year."—(ohn xl. 51.) 
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О Gog, the Rosh, Meshech and 7 Ezek, 
[he Famous Will of Peter the Great. 


"In the name 
Peter the First to г 
Throne and Go Russian 1 n 

."Having by 1, of whom we received our 
existence, been also endowed with the gift of prescience, we 
view the Russians as call the course of future events, to 
the general domin Е 

“This opinion is 
pean nations hav 


ly and Indivi 
ndant 


lanis an 


founded on the fact that the other Euro- 
ite of old age next to caducity, 

towards which tl ing with great strides; hence 
it follows, that they : isily and undoubtedly be con- 
quered by a peop! ing and new, when it shall have ac- 
quired its strength and 
“We view the inv. 
the North as a peri 
of L videnc: Ет 
the inv: arb 


E 
sion of the East and West countries by 

vement, decreed among the arcana 
rated the Roman people through 


Polar men are like the flood of 
the Nile, which comes at certain periods to fertilize the ex- 
1 lands of Egypt. 

“Ме found Rus arivulet, and leave it converted into а 
river; and my successors will find it a sea, destined to fertilize 
impoverished Europe, and its waves will break down all oppos- 
ing dykes if my descendants have but the wisdom to direct 
the current, 

“To this end I leave the following instructions, which are 
recommended to their attention, and constant observance, 
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“т. The Russian Nation must be constantly on a war foot- 
ing, to keep the soldiers warlike and in good condition. No 
rest must be allowed, except for the purpose of relieving the 
State finances, recruiting the army, or biding the favour: 
moment for attack. By these means peace is made subse 
ent to war, and war to peace, in the interest of aggrandise- 
ment and increasing prosperity to Russia. 

"2. Every possible means must be used to invite from 
most cultivated European States commanders in war ‹ 
philosophers in peace, to enable the Russian Nation to par- 
ticipate in the advantages of other countries without losing 
any of its own. 1 

"3. No opportunity must be lost of imn 
affairs and disputes of Europe, especially in those of Ger. 
many, which, from its vicinity, is one of the most direct in 
terest to us, 2 

‘*4. Poland must be divided by keeping up constant je i 
ousies and confusions there. "The authorities must be gainer 
over with money, and the Assemblies corrupted, so as to in- 
fluence the election of the kings. We must get up a party j 
our own there, and Russian troops into the country, and le 
them sojourn there so long that they may ultimately find some 
pretext for remaining there forever. Should the neighboring 
States make difficulties, we must appease them for the mo- 
ment by allowing them a share of the territory, until we can 
safely resume what we have given away. 

"5. We must take away as much territor 
Sweden, and contrive that th hall attack us f sto { 
US a pretext for their subjugation. With this object in view, 
we must keep Sweden in opposition to Denmark, and Denmark 
to Sweden, and sedulously foster their mutual jealousies. _ 

“6. The consorts of the Russian princes must always be 
chosen from among the German princesses, in order to multi- 
ply our family alliances with the Germans, and so unite our 
interests with theirs, and thus, by consolidating our influence 
in Germany, to cause it to attach itself spontaneously to our 
policy. 

.17. We must be careful to keep our commercial alliances 
with England, for she is the power which has most need of our 
produce for her navy, and at the same time may be of greatest 
service to us in the development of ourown, We must export 
wood and other articles in exchange for her gold, and establish 
permanent connection between her merchants and seamen and 
our own. 
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Ve must с ollect round our House, as round a centre, 
detached sections of Greeks, which are scattered 
id in Hungary, Turkey, and South Poland. We must 
them look to us for support, and then, by establishing 
папа a sort of eccle cal supremacy, we shall pave 
the way for universal sove 7 
13. When St eden is o ?ersia vanquished, Poland sub- 
Turk nquered,—when our armies are united, and 
id Baltic е in the possession of our ships, then 


| and secret overtures, first to the Court 
en to tbat at Vienna, to share with them 
World. If either of them accept ош 
tain to happen, if their ambition and 
tly worked upon, we must make use of 
t r; this done, we have only to destroy 
remaining one by finding yretext for a quarrel, the issue 
h cé annot be doubtful, as Russia will then be in the ab- 
ssion of the East and the best part of Europe. 
'r4. Should the improbable case happen of both refusing 
the propositions of Russia, then our policy will be to set one 
гъ. 
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ind make them tear each other 
the fav 
and pour her already assembled hosts into Germa ) 
immense fleets, laden with Asiatic hordes, and convoye 
the armed squadrons of the Euxine and the Baltic, set 
simultaneously from the sea of Azoff and the harbour of 


A 


unst the oth 


angel; sweeping along the Mediterranean and the At 
they will overrun France on the one side, while Germ 


overpowered on the other, 
* When these countries are fully conquere 
rope must fall easily, and without а struggle, 1 
'"Thus Europe can and must be subjugated. 


COMMENTS, 


Such is the Will of Peter,—a scheme truly, 
ally marvellous in its Satanic worldly wisdom. 
Prophets of Israel foresaw a policy so terrible in its: 
effects, and that the spirit which actuated them desi; 
“ап evil design," and no wonder that the God of Israel | 
nounced himself “against Gog, the land of Magog, the Prince 
of Rosh, Meshech and Tul 

The foregoing Will was found among the papers of Catherine 
I., since whose day a study of Russian policy t als 
that it has been consistently followed. 
of Universal History," 473, disputes the 
document, and makes it not older than 1812. 
tioned at that time in a book published by Lesur, as 
mates, by direction of Napol on I., but it was not unt 
that it was made publie in complete form, when it was € 


o won 


that it had been brought to Paris in 1757, by the Chevali 1 
d'Eon, who discovered it while making an authorized i 
among the Russian archives. Mr. Eugene Schuyler sa 1а! 
" Lesur's book was merely apamphlet to justify the i on 


of Russia by Napoleon" (Life of Peter the Great, Vol. П. p. 
512). There are, however, arguments upon both sides. Се 
tainly, Russia never would have published such a paper will 
ingly, and thus laid bare her secret policy! Certainly too, it 1 
thus admittedly 85 years old,* and is as true to the policy of it 
preceding 88 years of doubt or concealment,| as it still is to 
those of its known existence, Be therefore the paper o 
with Peter or Napoleon, it is the offspring of a geni 
consummate in its terse history and prophecy of events. 

Alexander II., the tenth саг from Peter the Great, and 
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ed years hence I shall be praised, : I ) 
England, will lament that I did not succeed, When they sc 
the fairest countries in Europe overrun, and a prey to northern 
barbarians, they will say Napoleon was right/” 
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outlook of the whole world, intent upon the '' Eastern Ques- 
tion," they are well calculated to arrest more than passing 
attention, In the commentary which follows several versions 
of the Holy Scriptures have been collated, to wit: “King 
James'," which has been mainly followed; the “Septuagint,” 
marked “S. V,". the''Douay," marked “р. V.” and the 
careful translation according to the ''Massoretic Text," by 
Isaac Leeser,* marked “L. V." : 

An English author, *M. A. of Cambridge," discussing 
the ‘‘Coming Collision between England and Russia, and 
whom we have closely followed in the following Commentary 
introduces his study of these chapters by a brief survey of the 
several methods of Biblical interpretation of prophecy. We 
quote his summing up at length, and adhere with him to the 
wholly literal method. 


‘E THREE METHODS OF INTERPRETATION. 


‘They can only be interpreted in three ways: (1) a wholly 
figurative sense; (2) a partly literal, partly figurative; (3) а 
wholly literal. ; 

"Those who adopt the first, tell us that Gog and his : 
represent Satan and the powers of sin and unbelief, who in 
the ‘‘latter years" are to make a fierce, because final, on- 
slaught on the Christian faith. In Rev. xx. 8, 9, the terms 
Gog and Magog certainly bear this metaphorical meaning; 
St. John no doubt having in mind these chapters of Ezekiel.1 
But the objections to a purely figurative interpretation seem 
insuperable. Why are we to suppose that sin and scepticism 
will proceed from the north in particular? "The north of both 
hemispheres is at present in the hands of Christian nations— 
England and Russia. "Why are the various ethnical names— 
which are well-understood Hebrew designations of certain 
races—Magog of the Scythians, Gomer of the Cimmerii, To- 
garmah of the Armenians, etc., and would be so underst 
any other context, here to be taken metaphorically ? 
particular powers of evil are meant by Rosh, Mes i 
Tubal? What is the inner spiritual signification underlying 
the minute details of the burial of Gog's host? The prophecy 
throughout is so circumstantial that the candid reader can 
hardly believe it to be mere allegory. Far more probably 
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Ezekiel, writing at the beginning of the sixth century B.c., and 
having fresh in his mind the irruption of the Scythians into 
Asia Minor, which took place at the close of the seventh, here 
prophesies the future fate of that race, when their descendants 
should make a like inroad into the same country. Quite possi- 
bly the prophecy contained in these chapters may be suscepti- 
ble, as prophecy so often is, of a secondary figurative sense, 
such as was evidently adopted by St. John in the passage of 
Revelation alluded to, but on this very ground of analogy they 
should bear a primary literal meaning," no matter what St. 
John in the subsequent visions saw as to matters subsequent to 


the yet future millennium! 
** THE PARTLY LITERAL, PARTLY FIGURATIVE METHOD. 


‘Accordingly, perhaps a greater number of commentators 
adopt the second mode of interpretation, and understand Gog 
and his army literally of some confederacy of northern races, 
which has made or is to make, an assault on Israel—z e., the 
Christian Church. On this hypothesis, supposing the event to 
have already occurred, we have to ransack history to find (1) 
some mighty chief (Gog) so representative of, that his name 
might stand for Scythia (Magog), ruling over the Russians 
{Rosh), the Moschi (Meshech), and ‘Pibareni (Tubal), aided by 
the Persians (Elam), Ethiopians (Cush), and some African race 
(Phut) also by the Cimmerians (Gomer) and northern Arme- 
nians (Togarmah), who (2) in the “latter years" (3) made a 
religious war, directed against the Christian Church (Israel), 
and (4) was signally overthrown. 

"Imay here observe that in reading ‘Prince of Rosh, Me- 
shech, and Tubal’ (chaps. xxxviii. 2, 3, and xxxix. 1), I have 
followed the Septuagint, and the best authorities on Hebrew 
—Gesenius and Fiirst (vide the article on ‘Rosh’ in Dr. 
Smith's * Dictionary of the Bible’). 

“Ате the above conditions fulfilled in Attila—the ‘scourge 
of God’—and his Huns? He attacked the Empire of Christ- 
ian Rome in the middle of the fifth century after Christ, which, 
seeing that fourteen centuries have since elapsed, would hardl 
have been styled by Ezekiel ‘the Enp of years.’ His attack 
was not directed primarily against Christianity, nor did he 
suffer an overwhelming defeat. 

“There was more of a religious character in the various at- 
tacks made by the Saracens—the champions of Islam—from the 
seventh to the tenth century on the Byzantine Empire. But 


the Saracens are altogether out of the question, who, with 
their religion, sprang from the land to the south—Arabia— 
moreover, Israel did not conquer them as she is to conquer 


Gog! 
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EZEKIEL XXXVIII. AND XXXIX. 
A RUNNING COMMENTARY THEREON. 


= + — 


t. And the word of the Lord came unto me, say- 
ing, 

2. боп of man, set thy face against Сор, of the 
land of Magog,* the Prince of Rosh, ў 
Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against 


him, 
rt, The Prophet Ezekiel is here speaking, czrca 581 n. c 
the ‘Times of the Gentiles” had begun some 38 years ear 


or at least 2516 years ago. 

2. According to the best authorities, the Authorized Ver- 
sion’s rendering ': Chief prince of,” or in margin “ће chief 
of the prince of” in lieu of “Prince of Rosh” as given above 
is faulty. All agree that Russia and the inhabitants of the 
regions called Scythia by the Greeks are meant,  Gesenius 
states that in the mouth of a Hebrew the term Magog connotes 
precisely what is now known as “All Russia," 2, ¢., European 
and Asiatic, and states further that by Rosh the Russians are 
undoubtedly intended. The learned writer in Dr. Smith's 
Bible Dictionary remarks that “This early Bible notice of so 
great an Empire (the Russians) is doubly interesting from its 
being a solitary instance. Ло other name of any other modern 
uation occurs in the Scriptures, and the obliteration of it by 
the Authorized Version is one of the many remarkable varia- 
tions of our version from the meaning of the sacred text of 
the Old Testament." "The fact that this chapter and the suc- 
cceding (Ezek. xxxviii, and xxxix.) are both strangely left out 
of the yearly curriculum of the Scriptures, as read in course 
annually in both Jewish and Christian churches, and that the 
key word Rosh is mistranslated, seems to be one of those per- 
mitted accidents by which, until the very day of their fulfill- 
ment, Divine Providence blinds the carelessreaders of prophecy. 


MR я Pretty well agreed that the Hebrew words DN 
WINI Í cannot bear the meaning thus affixed to them. Тһе 
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All of them clothed with all sorts of armor, 
Even a great company with bucklers and shields, 
* All of them handling swords: 


Russia is here regarded as an armed host of immense mag- 
nitude, forcibly turned back from some chosen course (her 
attempt in the Balkan Peninsula? and again, lateron, Afghanis- 
tan?) The Berlin Treaty has often been likened to “а hook of 
six teeth" in the jaws of Russia, by which she was turned back 
forcibly from her designs. ‘The cavalry of Russia is the finest 
and most numerous in the world, the strength of the Cossacks 
alone is said to be 130,000 men, whose chief weapon is the 
spear and sword, and who, as do many other of the wild 
northern hordes of Russia, still carry shields, and some of 
them armor for defense. 


s. Elam,” Cush} and Phut f with them; 
All of them with shield and helmet: 

Elam or Persia presents no difficulty, the country is already 
subject to Russia, being the mere puppet of the northern beat. 
Foiled in the Balkan and in Afghanistan, an invasion no longer 
of India, but a direct effort to reach Palestine by some unlooked 
for manceuver, as by the Persian route, Teheran and down the 
Euphrates, and thus sever the English line of communications, 
may confidently be looked for. Russian influence not only pre- 
dominates in the land of the Shah, but Russian gratuities are 
lavished upon him, and Russian officers are disciplining the 
Persian army. ‘The restoration to the Shah of the much cov- 
eted district of Khotour, as provided by the Treaty ot San 
Stefano, had in view the conciliation of Persia in order to secure 
its coöperation in the decisive attack which is to settle the 
supremacy in Asia, ; 

Cush is usually put for Ethiopia (the Keesh of the Egyptian 
monuments) in the authorized version, and Phut for Libya. It 
is difficult however, to conceive how Abyssinia and the Nubians 
can be found among Russian allies, unless by influence via 
Persia, 2. e., over the Red Sea, and as a diversion still further 
to the rear of the Suez route of England to India.g ‘There is ап 
alternative which puts the Cush intended by the text in Asia, 
the people of Arachosia, the Asiatic people of Cush, dwellers on 
the slopes of the mighty Hindo Kush range, and who are 
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anciently from Ethiopia according to classical atlases. And 
this alternative makes the Afghans themselves the people of 
Phut, who call themselves the Pushtaneh ! 

It seems impossible to decide who Cush and Phut are, but 
events closely watched will soon develop them.* 


6. Gomer, and all his bands;] 
The house of Togarmah of the north quarters, | 
and all his bands: 
And many people with thee. 


The Cimmerii, who dwelt around the Crimea are generally 
identified as Gomer, territory wrested by Russia from Turkey 
in 1774. But there is a remarkable extension of this identity 
which, taken in connection with Russia’s present German policy 
and friendship, and clause 6 of Pefer’s Will, deserves close at- 
tention. The Gomerites originally came from Lesser Asia, 
Herodotus says they sent a colony north of the Black Sea. 
This colony pushed others up the Danube. The Jews reckon 
the Germans to this day as descended from Gomer. They call 
themselves Germen, *'Gomer's land in Chaldee is Germir, Gar- 
meja, but others write it Germania, Garmanaja. The later 
Tews by Germia understand Germany, the same as when it is 
written with an n, Germania, and so say the Talmudists on 
Gen. x. 2, ‘Gomer is Germanaja'" (Joma, fol. x: 1.— Welts. 

“It would appear from the evidence adduced, that the Ger- 
mans are the descendants of Gomer, from his son Ashkenaz, 
and may properly be reckoned as the representatives of Gomer 
at the present day."— Theta. 

It is noticeable that the anti-French attitude of Germania, 
and her pro-Russian tendencies so marked of late seem to in- 
tensify the probability of her being the Gomer indicated. We 
could give many clippings from the daily press indicative of 
this likelihood, for instance, from a paper ten years old the 
following is clipped: 


"THE EASTERN QUESTION. 


“Тнк THREE EMPrRORS.— TunKiSH WAR INDEMNITY. 


“Vienna, March 23, 1887.—It is understood here that it is 
the policy of Germany and Russia to restore the former rela- 


* We deem them to be the descendants of the Arabians and Phoenicians with 
their cognati and related peoples, 7. e, Russia will be ostensibly the ally of Turkey 
in all her relations, but in reality the enemy of Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, 
Sauve gui peut! 

+ Armies.” Z. F. 

+“ Ourof the farthest north.” Z. V. 
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Ta je thou prepared,* and prepare for thyselt, 
Thou, and all thy company that are assembled 
unto thee, 
And be thou a guard} unto them. 

Certainly Russia is sporen, and is constantly preparing 
munitions of f and her allies, whoever they may 
be, and is her resources in every military manner, 
arms, equ “Cor nmunica tions, levies ч depots, for some 
consumma у tegic move. 

8. After many days thou shalt be visited :] 

In the latter years & thou shalt come into the 
land 

That is brought back from the sword, 

Ad ts gathered out of many Ure 

Against the mountains| of Israel, 
been always waste: 

But it is brought forth out of the nations, 

And they shall dwell safely all of them. 

It is now (1897) 2478 years since this 


vhich have 


hecy was uttere L 


2497 years since Judah went into Babylo mian capt 
2615 e Israel was deported. The univers: | tes 
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upon us. The seven 'times" (73x«360, —2520 years) of the 
Gentiles began somewhere between 625 p.c. and 618 в.с. So 
hat upon the y year-day interpretation now almost universally 
adopted, there can be no doubt but that we moderns of 1897 
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are living around about, and in, that period known and pre- 
dicted as “the end of years," ‘The very unrest of Gog, and 
Israel, if England be the latter, bears this out, and the universal 
notice into which Palestine is yearly arising assists the convic- 
tion, Itis moreover felt by English statesmen that their con- 
structive frontier, 2. ¢., as against Russia, has by the terms of 
the Anglo-Turkish Convention, been virtually extended to that 
of Turkey in Asia. If the Russians cross that frontier, England 
is bound to repel them by force of arms. From the Anglo- 
Israelitish standpoint, Gog and Israel actually face each other 
upon this frontier. Moreover, in Asiatic Turkey, by the same 
convention, England actually stipulated for extensive reforms 
to be carried out under her own supervision. Hitherto this has 
been but a land of the sword, a seat of wars, insurrections, 
tyranny and misrule, It was also an ancient resting place of 
Israel, even down to the days of the Apostles, An era of 
peace and prosperity is dawning on these desolate places on 
the mountains which have always been waste. ‘These reforms 
have been specially introduced into уға, under the superin- 
tendence of Midhat Pasha, that most enlightened of Turkish 
governors, It seems unnecessary to remind the reader that 
the true land of promise is by no means the small country of 
Palestine, but corresponds exactly with the entire land of 
шеш Syria or rather (Ezekiel) covers all the Arabian Penin- 
sula. 


9. ‘Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, 
Thou shalt be like a cloud* to cover the land, 
Thou, and all thy bands,t and many people 

with thee. 

This implies the initial success of Russia's venture, pene- 
trating well into the land with all her army and those of her 
allies. Bursting through the Caucasus and crossing Persia in 
the rear, Syria will be fully occupied with armed hosts. 

10. Thus saith the Lord God; 

It shall also come to pass, 

That at the same time shall things come into 
thy mind, 

And thou shalt think an evil thought] 


*' Tempest.” L. V. 

t“ Armies," Z. V. Ы 

£''In that day projects shall enter into thy heart and thou shalt conceive à 
mischievous design." D. Р, 

* Mischievous pu: . S f Y f Jue 
Ө That things will come into thy mind, and thou wilt entertain an evil device. 
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This verse implies that incident to, and growing out of th 
Russian occupation of Asia Minor and Syria, will be the 
additional mischievous conception not only of holding them, 
and seizing the Holy Place, but probably of maintaining her 
army of conquest: and now at once, while initiative success 18 
blazoned upon her eagles, starting down the Euphrates towards 
India, For the succeeding verses will assist us towards such 
an understanding. 


11, And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages; * 1 
I will go to them that are at rest,} that dwell 
safely, 
АП of them dwelling without walls, and hav- 
ing neither bars nor gates, 

This is an actual picture of Syria and Palestine to-day un- 
der the English protectorate, thoroughly recovered from the 
sword, and restored to peace and good government, 50 that its 
inhabitants dwell confidently in the unwalled hamlets, here 
and there, that dot the land. It is also a true picture of India 
herself—British Tarshish, enjoying now a century of safety, its 


LR < J z T 1 
a villages extended out beyond their walls. Wherever Anglo- 
| "m | Saxons rule the population dwells secure, Their villages те- 

И T A quire no gates or bars, law and order prevails, and fortifiet 
hE Is jie towns are never built. All other nations have them, maintain 
in ball UM them, and build them. But Syria is preéminently а land of 
v E ME UU unwalled villages, It is without any strong fortresses like 
b FERE DUI Kars, and Ardahan. But to continue the exposition of Gog s 
| Jo i | evil design. 
Ki үр А 
TEN W 12. To take a spoil, and to take a prey; 
i T | To turn thine hand upon the desolate places 
Я jJ i that are now inhabited, : 
I i Ai 3M And upon the people thai are gathered out ol 
i i it the nations, 
| {ш Which have gotten cattle and goods, that 
Um : ; 

| i Mal dwell in the midst of the land. 

H Hag Of course Russia's design is for spoil and prey. И has 
If *'* Open towns.” Ls V. ; = E <a 

j| 1 + ** Careless.” Д. Р, 

f | j $" To lay thy band upon them that have been wasted, and afterwards re- 


stored, and upon the people that 13. gathered together out of the nations 
hath begun to pue = to dwell inthe'midstof the earth.” D. V. 
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been her unbroken history from her beginnings and hitherto. 
Her policy continually looks forward to that solution of the 
Eastern Question which will give the East to her. The time 
now comes, says Ezekiel, when she will move, and with sound 
military wisdom, at once, upon the key position—the Central 
Land. This arrays Russia at once against England fighting 
defensively and almost alone, ғ, e., against the Anglo-Saxons, 
a people literally gathered out of the Continental nations, and 
who have gotten more accumulative wealth, and dwell nearer 
to the midst of the land than any other race. The Hebrew 
metaphor here is exceedingly strong, the word we render midst 
is really nave/, and it implies a people nourished by nature, 
even as a birthright, and inheriting the very blessings of 
Joseph. It also refers to the thousands of Jews who have 
already returned to Palestine, and to the hordes of others that 
from now on (note convention of the coming August) will swarm 
into the land. 

13. Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of 

Tarshish, 

With all the young lions thereof, shall say un- 
to thee, 

Art thou come to take a spoil ? 

Hast thou gathered thy company to take a 
prey ? 

To carry away silver and gold, 

To take away cattle and goods, to take a great 
spoil?* 

Sheba and Dedan were the caravan merchants who carried 
on the great Indian traffic with Palestine in the days of Solo- 
mon. They inhabit Arabia to-day and are settled upon the 
west side of the Persian Gulf, and along the coasts of the Red 
Sea. Arabia is clearly implied in these two terms. The Tar- 
shish is as clearly India of to-day, with whom the modern Israel 
has so much to 45, Turkey, Syria, Arabia, Egypt, аге all un- 
der the recognized protectorate of England. They lie between 
herand Tarshish. A glance at the map shows Syria to be in 
the very midstof the land ruled over by the Porte, Any 
move on the part of Russia towards Syria could not but throw 
Arabia and India into intense excitement, And who are *'the 
Young Lions of Tarshish” if not the now so powerful, but 
hardly a century old, English Mercantile Board of control 


Y. "They are come for plunder to take a prey, and to get spoils; thou hast 
gathered thy multitude to take silver and gold, to carry off property, to take 
spoils,” S; V. ** Art thou came, ete.” Д. Ё, 
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(created in 1784), the Government of India—of which Victoria 
has been Empress scarcely a score of years, A volume might 
be written clearly demonstrative of the identity of India and 
Tarshish, and of both with the one and only Land of Peacocks, 
Ivory, Apes, and Eastern treasures, indicated by the text, and 
context, Young Lions, because off-shoots ol the parent coun- 
try. Lions because they represent a dominant race, holding a 
conquered country by virtue of military prestige; because they 
are scions of that “Great Lion” to which Balaam was inspired 
to liken Israel; because they are cubs of the Lion of Judah's 
Sceptre. Merchants because India is preéminently ruled by - 
the wealthiest merchant princes of that mother Land of Com- 
merce and Shopkeepers (Ezek. xvii. 4). 
14. Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto 
Gog, 
Thus saith the Lord God; 
In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth 
safely, 
Shalt thou not know it ?* 


This verse implies that the Czar in these latter days, who 
thinks for “all of Russia," shall be fully aware of the safe, 
commercial, confident and peaceful state of some greatly pros- 
perous people, directly descendant from Abraham, and who, 
mindful only of their own prosperity, have with true Anglo- 
Saxon lack of forethought, almost wholly neglected the world- 
ly-wise maxim ‘tin time of peace prepare for war." It post 
tively demands that Israel shall be so great a people in these 
days, and lie so near to nature's navel, as to be the envy of that 
race upon which in particular, has fallen the spirit and the 
mantle and the name of Cæsarism, 


15. Andthou shalt come from thy place out of d 


—————_... aa 
+“ Wilt not thou arise in that da AREY cure 
= Y, when my people Israel are dwelling secure 
ly, and come out of the place from th "cp ов ot 
kuow (my power)." Z. I^, ae farthest north, S. F. Shalt howe - 


AL 


—-— и 


Nos. Ixxiii.-iv. | THE COMING CONFLICT, I33 


in the Russian military machine it is her cavalry. In this 
branch of the army she is overwhelmingly superior to every 
other modern power. The proportion of horses in her army, 
for all purposes whatsoever, is two to three times that of other 
European powers, while her reserve of available pack and sad- 
dle animals is simply enormous. ‘Great Britain is said to 
possess in her empire 2,800,000 horses, while Russia, in the 
Kirghiz steppes alone possesses 4,000,000 saddle, or quick- 
draught horses!" (Rodenbough) All of the regular infantry 
has been converted into dragoons, armed with Berdan rifles 
and bayonet, and the guards and Cossacks must adopt the 
same change when ordered into the field. Swimming is regu- 
larly practiced and whole divisions think nothing of crossing a 
riverinthis manner. Forced marches are made so as to cover 
the greatest possible distances in the shortest possible time. 
Gen. Rodenbough, in his “Afghanistan and Anglo-Russian 
Dispute," remarks (1885), “Itis not too much to say that in any 
European conflict in the near future the Russian cavalry will 
be conspicuous, and extraordinarily effective, In a war with 
England in Asia, the use of large bodies of cavalry organized, 
instructed and equipped on the American plan, must decome the 
main feature, Rodenbough cites instances enough to dem- 
onstrate beyond cavil that the idea of Gog's invasion, ‘All of 
them riding upon horses," need in no wise be regarded as an 
exaggeration of prophetic fervor, and it is just such an ad- 
vance as we may expect to see in the near future debouched 
from the Caucasus and descend upon Syria, 


16. And thou shalt come up against my people 

of Israel, 

As a cloud to cover the land; 

It shall be in the latter days,* 

And I will bring thee against my land, 

That the heathen may know me, when I 
shall be sanctified in thee, 

O Gog, before their eyes. 


It is against Abraham's seed, and David's sceptre, and 
God's chosen land, in the closing years of the world’s first six 
thousand, “the latter days," just before the dawn of the uni- 
versally expected and predicted Sabbatic c cle of rest, that 
Jehovah declares He himself will harden Gog's heart, as he 
did that of Pharaoh before, in order that: the heathen may 
know Him, when he has wrought a great sanctification upon 


ee a 
+“ Shalt be in the latter days.” D. P. “It shall come to pass in the last 
days," S, V, 1n the last years of the times of the Gentiles is here implied, 
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the prince of this world and his clouds of northern darkness in 


the person and the people of "Gi 
more than all others in thesei 
outrageously oppressed Judah. ‘The fact 
semitic policy of Russia and Germany ct | 
sion, and God saves the tents of Judah first, and signally. 
17. Thus saith the Lord God; 
Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old 
time,* 
By (the hands of)? my servants the prophets of 
Israel, 
Which prophesied in those days жалу years, 
That I would bring thee against them? 
The spirit again and again returns to this theme, and sums 
st Gog, all that has been said 
It is absurd to 


, the terrible 1- 
ninates in this inya- 


up in this closing prophecy арг g, : 
in former years against the Prince of Earth. . S ausi 
spiritualize thissubject. The continent of true Christianity ce 
literal seed of Abraham, whom God had sworn He never Terni 
forsake, and whose terrestrial future clearly demands a litera! 
fulfillment. So, too, in the face of literal history, and present 
identification, and the purely material nature of Gog's uum 
of the world's conquest, it is futile for incredulity to shut 
eyes against such patent demonstration. 
18. And it shall come to pass at the same time — 
When Gog shall come against the, Land o! 
Israel, saith the Lord God, | 
That my fury shall come up in my face. f 
In these days Jehovah, for his oath's sake, shall remem! id 
Israel, and Abraham, and David; and who can stand бее 
the fury of His face ? Judah and Israel are soon to be terribly 
avenged on Gog and all his hosts. 
19. Forin my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath 
have I spoken, 
Surely in that day there shall be a great shak- 
ing$ in the land of Israel; 
. God will give unto all the earth an unmistakable manitesta- 
tion of his wrath against Gog. There shall be a great shaking 
all over Israel's possessions, 
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So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of 
the heaven, 

And the beasts of the field, and all creeping 
things that creep upon the Earth, 

And all the men that аге upon the face of the 
Earth, 

Shall shake at my presence, 

And the mountains shall be thrown down, 

And the steep places* (towers) shall fall, 

And every wall shall fall to the ground. 


The Earth is moving even now into an era of earthquakes 
which in each succeeding year develops more and more of in- 
tensity. In vivid language the prophet pictures a dread cata- 
clysm of such universal character that all the Earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof shall tremble The imminence of the 
m general commotion. ‘ The fishes of 
the sea are disturbed by the ships of Britain’s nayy, as they 
hurry to and fro, and by the innumerable transports plying 
between all Anglo-Saxon shores, their Mediterranean arsenals, 
and the Syrian coasts. The eagles and vultures that wheel 
around the cliffs of the great twin chains of Lebanon, the herds 
of swine and gazelles that roam over the upland slopes, the 
wolves, bears and panthers of the retired glens are panic 
stricken at the approach of the unwonted multitude. All the 
people of the land (Earth, country, regions of Israel) are fierce 
with consternation from the same cause. The social convul- 
sion is compared to an earthquake throwing down Libanus and 
Anti-Libanus with their ‘steep places"—literally ‘‘stairs"— 
Ze. terraces for cultivation on the mountain-flanks, and ‘‘shiv- 
ering every wall" ‘To all who are familiar with Palestine's 
geography, this description of the prophet is intensely literal. 
No justice can be done to such a theme in a mere epitome like 
this. It demands as a sine gua non that the ‘Eastern Ques- 
tion" in all of its history, and present aspect, shall be fully 
comprehended, and that the Identity of Israel and Anglo- 
Saxons be seen in all its light. Andit demands a philosophi al 
appreciation of the Romance of History, the Destiny of Man, 
and the moral reasons why the times of the Gentile rule should 
be cut smartly short if any flesh is to be saved. The coming 
conflict is the final effort of the Powers of Evil to obtain pos- 
session of the Earth and in it will occur their signal and age-last- 
ing overthrow in the face of all mankind. 
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21. And I will call for a sword * against him 
Throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord 
God: 
Every man's sword shall be against his brother. 


The progress of Gog will be arrested at some point in 
Lebanon by the sword of Israel, And in all the mountains, 
that is high places of Israel's now universal greatness, the col- 
onies, peoples, and principalities of Anglo-Saxondom, contin- 
gents shall spring to arms. And over all the Earth, nation 
against nation, already armed as never was the Earth before, 
shall find a hostile sword drawn to the encounter. We have 
only to suffer the mind to glance over Europe armed, and ina 
nightmare of disturbance to see the dread possibilities of the 
nearing future, : 

Considering the sign of a gathering storm, the Broad Arrox 
Says:] '* Europe, to use a hackneyed but expressive illustration, 
is a stupendous powder magazine which the merest spark might 
in an unguarded moment set ablaze. At no period in its event- 
ful history have the armies of the leading nations been brought 
to such a high state of development and efficiency. At no time 
could it be said with such truth of all the great Powers that 
they are individually prepared for the greatest military enter- 
prise in which they may see fit to engage. Thereisa greater 
equality of resources than has ever existed before; and this 
fact, which is so strangely regarded as a check upon ambitious 
designs, is in reality an influence in their favor.” | 

Here again, a volume "night be made up of the war edito- 
rials that crowd the columns of Earth's leading journals. How 
the nations will array themselves in this great conflict they 
themselves cannot determine, only certain is it that while Eng- 
land and Russia meet in Palestine, France and Germany will 
join in mortal duel in the West, and that around these centers 
other nations will take sides as overruling Providence directs. 


In view of all this it behooves England and America to cling to 


^ arbitration," and avoid every semblance of animosity. "Th 
Anglo-Saxon world must draw closer together, we cannot 
afford to be jealous and at odds in days like these. 


22. And I will plead against him with pestilence 
and with flood; 
And I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, 


a" Every fear," ор 
* This was ten years azo (1887), how much more so now (1897). 
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And upon the many people that are with him, 
An overflowing rain, and great hail stones, 
fire, and brimstone.* 


This may be a poetical description of the engines of modern 
warfare in full force and energy, pouring out wrath as God's 
instruments of destruction. Or it may imply a devastating 
scourge like that which laid the hosts of Senacherib as dead 
men on the plains of Palestine іп elder days, Pestilence always 
accompanies the armies of Russia, and follows in their wake. 
Physically predisposed to infection, worn out with long marches, 
unacclimated, a storm of nations, who shall picture the disturb- 
ance in this host of Gog, when caught in the sands of Samaria, 
the wheels of his chariots begin to drag heavily, and Michael, 
who fighteth for his people Israel, lifts his hand for the waters 
of God's wrath to close in upon him? 


23. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify my- 
self; 
And I will be known in the eyes of many na- 


tions, 
And they shall know that I a» the Lord. 


This disaster shall be so overwhelming, to a force of such 
might, vast numbers and perfect equipment, and years of 
consummate and successful policy, as to impress the whole 
world with awe at what humanity cannot but regard as a direct 
intervention of an overruling Providence. The circumstances 
attendant upon the overthrow of Gog will be so overruled by 
ен; that no man will dare to so belie the burnings of his 

eart, as to deny its true philosophy. Here is a prophecy ut- 
tered 2478 years ago, long after the days when Israel's '**Stone 
Kingdom" was rooted out of Palestine and cast out into the 
northern wilds. Like a Lion, this people taken again into 
God’s own favor roared through the Gate of the Caucasus, 
and passed onward through the very land of Gog, of Magog, 
Rosh, Meschech, and of ‘Tubal. In their earliest beginnings 
these people met and Magog stood aside to let them pass. 
Now history repeats itself! Here at the end of days, down 
through the same gate pour the northern torrents of the mod- 
ern Gog, and up to meet them springs the modern Israel, come 


+“ And I will hold judgement over him * * *” Z, V. All the versions enu- 
merate these six judgments: pestilence, blood (shedding, Z. V), sweeping rain, 
overflowing rain, hailstones, fire and brimstone, 
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cations to friends with continual ‹ 
for the sake of such outsiders as it is h 
admittedly futile, 


+9 to 
upon our ‘oll merely 
less to enlighten, is 


3. And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, 
And will cause thine arrows to fall out of 
thine right hand. 


m А ^ pon 

He comes but to defeat. What ha can Ms 

if God denies it strength? Modern s rs em] by 

weapon-Zazt4s, the bow and bow-guns being i ith 
ind 1 Ww 


corresponding arms, etc.; we hold with the left 
the right, and use bolt or arrow guns. 
4. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of pers 
Thou, and all thy bands, and the people tha 
is with thee; bird 
Р . AVO 11 iras 
And I will give thee unto the ravenous biri 
of every wing, a »- 
And 7o the beasts of the field, to be devoured. 


The carnage and pestilence shall provide a feast to 1 
Scavengers, and the feast shall be set in Palestine; 
always fulfilled literally. 


5. Thou shalt fall upon the open field: 
For I have Spoken 77, saith the Lord God 


It is well known Statistically that nature's 
camp diseases and sickness, devastate an arm 
battle. Here is a direct prediction that zo : 
Gog shall fall, his army so terribly devastated by disease that 
a battle probably cannot be fought! J 
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7. e my holy name known in the 
midst of my people Israel; 
And I will not Ze them pollute my holy name 
any more: 
And the heathen shall know that I a» the 
Lord, the Holy One in Israel. 
What a religious revival such events would stir up in Anglo 
r, by intemperance, luxury and disbelief, the 
raced! What а field 
ken a w RU > people to 
And wW a revela- 
tion as of '' "fife from the 
t everywhere 
re they them- 
1 Victoria is to United 
l Re vus on the 
d herself not Empress of the 
3 's Scepter! And what, 
s brother nation of the 


1 Honig too, awoke to what 
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in Jo seph is our quale destiny. 
8. Behold it cometh, and it taketh place,f saith 
the Lord God; 
This zs the day w hereof I have spoken. 


How near is this great day of Jezreel? How near are 
Armageddon's hosts to-day to Esdraelon's plains? Let the 


*"[ will send a бге upon € and [but?] the isles shall be securely in 
habited," S. P. This reading pref 


+“ It is come and it is done," 
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dire unrest of all the nations of the ez 
ence of the Turkin Arms surt 1 
Europe, is proof of what must continue t 
world until the inevitable has happened, and 
overthrow been brought about. 
9. And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall 
go forth, 4 
And shall set on fire and shall burn the 
weapons, 
Both the shields and the bucklers. і 
The bows and the a 'TOWS, and the javelins and 
the spears, 
And they shall burn them with fire seven 
years; “Же... 
то. So that they shall take no wood out of the field 
Neither cut down azy out of the forests; 
For they shall burn the weapons with fir 
And they shall spoil those that spoiled 
And rob those that robbed them, sai 


Lord God. 


The above verses will bear a most reasonable cons 


rour 


The impedimenta of Gop’s d d ноѕт wi 
sparsely-settled natives of Isr sent \ 
such abundance that there shal od 


the forests, With all the license given to poeti 
language, I, asa soldier, can find no f: 
well-informed military man, with the po 
fillment which these verses contemplate. ien 
train of an army corps of but 50,000 men wi 
over fifteen miles of roadway; what will th 
army of army corps comprise? Russia al 
& million and a half of men into this effort. 
the vast accumulation of stores that shal 
open fields of Samaria when Russia's millio 
of her allies fall thereon? In a warm, dr 
of Syria, where little fue] is required and t 
preserved, and whence, before the plague, е 
wonderfully-victorious armies of Israel shall flee away, it 
easily be a literal fact that seven years shall transpire before 
the last fragment of the baggage wagon and the Stave and 
Spear shall be exhausted. X = 
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11, And it shall come to pass in that day, that I 
will give unto Gog a place there of graves 
in Israel, even the Valley of the Passengers 
on the east of the Sea; and it shall stop the 
noses of the passengers;* and there they 
shall bury Gog and all his multitude: and 
they shall call zz, the Valley of Hamon-Gog 
—i. e., the Valley of the Multitude of Gog. 

Here again the prophet is explicit, Wearying of poetry he 

takes up the burden of the burial of Gog in prose. The long 
serpentine army of Gog, its vanguard resting on the Plains of 
Esdrelon, will extend rearwards far back into Asia Minor. 
Its bulk will be caught between the mountains of Libanus and 
Anti-Libanus, ‘The modern name of this “highway for trav- 
elers" passing through Syria and Palestine, is Æ Busaa— 
“The Valley." Itruns a hundred miles between these famous 
parallel ranges. Its northern debouchement is ‘‘at the enter- 
ing of Hamath," It is the Coeli-Syria of classical geography. 
In it rise the head-waters of the Jordan, and down this river 
into the heart of Palestine the proud hosts of Gog will natur- 
ally come. We can better imagine than describe the dreadful 
Scenes which will accompany the downfall of an army of such 
magnitude, when the plague descends upon it, hemmed in 
between two awful mountain ranges, its roads choked with the 
dead and obstructed with the grim débris of the parapher- 
nalia of war. It was from Riblah, a small town at the north- 
ern extremity of this valley, that the Kings of Babylon used to 
direct the operations of their armies in Phcenicia and Pales- 
tine, Itis classic battle ground that Gog will traverse, famous 
ever since the Golden Empire of Babylon commenced to num- 
ber ‘the times of the Gentiles" Dr, Robinson, commenting 
upon its advantages for the encampment of a vast host, says 
that Riblah lies "on the banks of a mountain stream in the 
midstof a vast and fertile plain yielding the most abundant 
supplies of forage. From this point the road wasopen * * * 
by the end of Lebanon and the coast to Palestine and Egypt. 
or through the Bukaa and the Jordan Valley to the center of 
the Holy Land." ‘This is to be, in the Syrian vernacular, the 
place of the Multitude of Gog—its burial place. 


12. And seven months shall the house of Israel 
be burying of them, that they may cleanse 
the land. 


* Stop the passengers from passing." L. V. “Which shall cause aston 
ishment in them that pass Ьу.” D. V. “Mouths,” AX.J. V. 
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of s will be told off to make still more systematic 
апа in this the stranger, now once more venturing to 


г, will assist. Тһе missing bod E 
ntain slopes and in the secluded 
panic-s stricken Repl 
bones have been 
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what plague and panie mean, how 
ttled in our day, that a host of nations 
a compari atively small army of 
» for this encounter, and that the 
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17. Andthou Son of man, thus saith the Lord 
God: 
Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every 
beast of the field, 
Assemble yourselves and come; 
Gather yourselves on every side to my sacri- 
fice that I do sacrifice for you, 
2at sacrifice upon the mountains of 


Israel, 
That ye may eat xs sh, and drink blood. 
18. Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, 
And drink the blood of the princes of the 
earth, 
Of rams, of lambs, of he-goats, of bullocks, 
All of them fatlings of Bashan. 
19. And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, 
And drink blood till ye > be drunken, 
Of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for 
уоп. 
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Therefore thus saith the Lord God; 
Now will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, 
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26. After that they have borne their shame, 
And all their trespasses whereby they have 
trespassed again А : 
When they d 


none made 


inst m е, 
lt safe ly in their land, and 
afraid. 
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many nations; 
28, Then 
their God, 
Which caused them to be led into captivity 
among the heathen: 
But I have gathered them unto their own 
land, 
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POST-SCRIPT. 
“The key to the ‘Sure Word of Prophecy,’ and, indeed, 
the whole Bible, is that God will set up a Kingdom on the 
earth when Jesus returns; which will be the Kingdom of Israel 
restored, with Christ as King, Jerusalem the throne or Royal 
city, Palestine the land, the Twelve Tribes of Israel the 
bjects, the twelve Apostles ruling Princes under Messiah, 
and all nations ultimately brought into harmony with, and 
obedience to ‘Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ If people would 
earnestly read and study the whole Bible, with these things 
in mind, the Holy Book would soon unfold its glories, and 
abundantly repay the labour of diligent and prayerful research. 
Without ‘the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God,” which the 
Lord Jesus preached during His ministry, and the Apostles 
afterwards, very much of the Bible is unintelligible. Let 
anyone read the following: Psalms ii,, Ixxii. and Ixxxix. ; Isaiah 
Ix.; Jeremiah xxxiii; Ezekiel xxxvii; Daniel ii, 31-45; Amos 
IX. 11-15; Micah iv.; Zephaniah ііі, 8-20; Zechariah xiv. ; 
Malachi іу,; Matthew xix. 27-30; Mark ху. 12-26; Luke i. 
30-33; Acts 1. 3-11; and Rev. у. 9 and ro. 

'"'What does anyone know about the Battle of Armaged- 
don?’ God has made known that it will be fought when 
Jesus comes as a thief; Rev. xvi. 12-17. Where? On the 
mountains of Israel or near Jerusalem ; Ezekiel xxxviii. 8, xxxix, 
4 By whom? On the one hand an immense northern power, 
the Jews' latter-day enemy (Russia clearly) and a confederacy 
of nations at her steps, Ezek. xxxviii. 1-7—she being “а guard 
unto them'; and on the other hand, a merchant power, 
ndly to the Jews and interested in them and their land, 
+h is represented by an old Lion and her young ones, 
itly the British Lion and her colonies, Ezek. xxxviti. 9-13. 
With what result? At first, a series of successes for the King 
of the North, in which many countries will be overthrown, 
even Egypt falling into his hands, Britain very likely being 
driven out. His victorious hosts then march against Palestine 
to t: the cattle and goods belonging to those Jewish 
agricultural colonies now forming there. Israel's friends, the 
'lions," rally to the rescue, but Gog is too strong and still 
holds the field. Jerusalem is attacked, the city is taken, the 
houses rifled, etc., and having planted his standard between 
the seas, in God's holy mountain (Zion), he will then come to 
his end and none shall help him. How? ‘Then shall the 
Lord go forth and fight against those nations, as when He 
fought in the day of battle, Dan. xi, 40-45; Zech, xiv. 1-3. 
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